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Editorial
Preface
This special issue of the European Journal of Combinatorics is devoted to combinatorics
of point–line geometries. A particular emphasis is put on geometries arising from spherical
buildings or somehow related to these, but other classes of geometries are discussed too, such
as general near polygons and geometries with trivalent incidence graph. The papers collected
in this issue tackle problems such as axiomatic characterizations or classifications of classes
of geometries, characterization and classification of substructures (hyperplanes, apartments,
remarkable subspaces), computation of generating ranks. In all of these papers the methods
employed by the authors are purely geometrical. Indeed, the main goal of this issue is to exhibit
what geometric methods can do, by showing them at work on a rich selection of problems. In
other words, I would like to offer the reader a glimpse of how lively pure geometry is.
It is my pleasure to thank Michel Deza and the editorial board of the European Journal of
Combinatorics for having given me the opportunity to edit this volume. I also warmly thank the
authors for their valuable contributions and the referees for their precious help.
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